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These notes do not purport to be a general narrative of the season. They consist more simply of 

various items extracted from various sources in an attempt to provide some overall picture of the 

year in question.  

Quickly readable (particularly if you stop after Page 1) they are in fact the product of many hours’ 

work. Should any readers wish to complain, carp, comment, criticise, correct, add to or dispute 

anything, you are welcome to contact Peter Lemon on peter@peregrineadventures.com or 

Melbourne 86014327.        

To-date, the previous seasons’ notes for all of 1954-1967 appear on the Club’s website. 

Somewhere.                          

 

 

Before dealing with Season 1968, there are a few additions to be made to the notes for Years 1965 

and 1967. 

 

Old Geelong Football Club Year Notes     Additional  Notes  1965 

 
The following items have been found. Possibly having appeared in The Amateur Footballer 

magazine or in Newsletters 

 

15 May:  OGS Reserves were still undefeated.  Player Bill Henty has to leave the field with a leg 

injury. “Bill demonstrated the fighting spirit of the Club by returning for the festivities complete 

with surgical gown, crutches and his leg in plaster.” 

 

June 19:   Reserves:  Feature of the OGFC Reserves match was two soaring marks by “Fingertips” 

Forsythe. In the D section game “Bull” Hunbridge (this probably was meant to be Bill 

Tunbridge) was again seen to be playing to the crowd. 

 

August 7:  “OGGS have definite plans for owning their own home ground and for the past five 

seasons have had Como Park.” 
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Old Geelong Football Club Year Notes     Additional  Notes 1967 
 

A glaring omission. Before commencing the 1968 Year Notes, there is an addition to those notes of 

1967.  We apologise for the oversight, though mentioning at the same time that nobody rang to 

complain. 

 

We should have reported that a number of players reached their 100
th

 game during that year:  they 

were Ian Brown, Tony Blazey, Charles Stanger, Tony Fenton and Brian Sprague. 

 

Ian Brown (in middle)                        Brian Sprague                                  Tony Blazey  

 

These three above had been members of the 1966 Firsts 

Premiership team. 

 

 

Tony Fenton (middle left) had been a member of the 

Reserves Premiership team of the same year. 

 

 

There does not seem to be a photo of Charlie Stanger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceed to 1968………………  
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Old Geelong Football Club Year Notes          Season: 1968    
 

Preliminary Comment: There are a number of photos from 1968 and 1969 in the Club’s records, but 

in some cases it is not always clear whether a particular shot was taken in 68 or 69. It is accordingly 

possible some have been inserted in the wrong season. 

 

President:  Tony Mollard 

Secretary:   Michael Rigg 

Treasurer:  Tony Poolman 

Vice-Presidents: Tom Laycock, Deryk Stephens 

Hon Vice-President:   Nugget Stephens 

Committee: Bill Beasley, Gary Hudson, Al Chapman, Peter Bubb, Bruce Osboldstone,           

Peter Lemon 

Manager of Reserves: Ted Gray 

Captain Firsts: Bill Tunbridge    Vice-Captain Firsts: ? 

Captain Reserves:  Jim Anderson       Vice-Captain Reserves:  Peter King 

Coach Firsts: Peter Scott 

Coach Reserves: Jim Anderson 

Delegate to VAFA: ? 

Registrar:  Mike Tinsley 

Hon Club Doctor: Dr Fred Fenton 

Newsletter: Ted Gray 

 

Tom Laycock and John McInnes had retired after a number of years as Secretary and Treasurer 

respectively. 

 

 
 

The Pavilion was a very different structure, particularly upstairs, than it is today. 



 

4 

 

Football:  C Section and C Reserve Section 
The Firsts enjoyed a much better season than 1967. The observations of the Coach after the match 

against Geelong Grammar School in 1967 - that he “was very impressed with the match…and that 

with a few new players from there next year we could do very well”. - proved to be correct and after 

the home-and-away season ended they finished in fourth position.  With 11 wins, 5 losses, and a 

draw. 

 
Captain Bill Tunbridge and Coach Peter Scott discuss matters prior to an opening bounce at Como, 1968. 

 

(The draw occurred in the away game when Cam McMillan kicked a long goal just as the final 

siren sounded to level the scores. In the days well before the VAFA admirably introduced its rule 

against the consumption of alcohol at matches, and when many Reserves players and some 

supporters from both sides became increasingly tanked as the afternoon progressed, a significant 

flare-up then occurred between rival supporters for some minutes before cooler heads prevailed and 

both teams were left to ponder what might have been.) 

 

A First Semi-Final win against Power House then took the Firsts into the Preliminary Final, but 

here the run came to an end with a loss to St. Bernard’s. (The Club’s record in Preliminary Finals 

throughout its history has not been good.) 

 

First Semi-Final 

Old Geelong  3-4    6-7    9-9    9-11  defeated  Power House  1-1    1-4    3-7    7-14 

 

Goals:  Laws 2, Armytage 2, M. Fraser 2, Godfrey, Hudson, Blazey, O’Byrne (which equals 10) 

Best:  Siede, T. Brown, Godfrey, Olver, O’Byrne, Armytage 
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Preliminary Final 

Old Geelong   3-3    6-6    6-8     7-11   lost to  St.Bernards     2-2    4-4    7-7   11-11 

 

Goals:  Whalley 3, O’Byrne 2, Godfrey, M. Forwood 

Best:  R. Brown, Siede, Godfrey, Armytage, Whalley, O’Byrne 

 

Earlier in the 

season, playing St. 

Bernard’s at St. 

Bernard’s, OGGs 

personnel include 

Tony Nathan, 

Peter Connor, 

Peter Siede (who 

would later win 

the Club’s Best & 

Fairest at the end 

of the season), 

Rick Whalley 
(who would be 

Runner-Up), Peter 

Godfrey, and 

Barry Laws. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a trend not unknown through the years, the Club lost important players in the finals for non-

football related matters. Gary Hudson played his last game in the First Semi having been 

transferred overseas to a job in Europe, and Peter Renwick, not having expected the Club to be 

playing finals, had scheduled his wedding on or around the day of the Preliminary! 

 

====================================================================== 

 

 

 

Yet again the Reserves struggled for numbers, and ability, and commitment, and achieved but no 

wins and one draw for the season. They finished last. 
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Did somebody drop a contact lens?                                  In front of the pavilion 

 

Two photos above taken at the Reserves’ home ground at Righetti Oval, Kooyong, 1968 or 69: 

Firsts players (plus Joe Cantor and Greig Carter) watching had to leave at half time for the drive 

to Como Park where their game was scheduled to start at 2.30pm. 

 

At least we haven’t overlooked this milestone: the one player reaching his 100
th

 game for the Club 

in 1968 was Andrew Chapman.  

 

 

Some excerpts from the minutes of various meetings 
 

Annual General Meeting held 26 February 1968 

 

* Tony Mollard proposed that Nugget 

Stephens be made a Life Member of the 

Club (for outstanding and meritorious 

service given to the Club every season 

from and including 1955). The 

appointment was unanimously endorsed 

by all of the members present and highly 

acclaimed by everyone and anyone who 

had had a connection with the Club 

during that time.  

 

The Nugget Bar in the rooms at Como 

was named in his honour some years 

later. 

 
(Nugget, left, photographed in the 1980s.) 
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Committee Meeting on 4 March 

 

* Payment was stopped on a cheque for 60 cents written in favour of Nick Mickos. (Reason for 

writing a cheque for 60 cents not disclosed. And reason for cancelling it not disclosed.) 

 

* Ted Gray volunteered to pick up 

people from the University every 

Tuesday and Thursday evening.  

 

(Ted, furthest left during a 

Reserves game at Righetti Oval, 

played a number of roles at this 

time, including Manager of the 

Reserves, and writer of the Club 

Newsletters.)  

 

* It was decided to organise a pre-

season squash competition.  “P. 

Lemon to arrange advertising and 

organising the draw.” (It therefore 

soon being named the Lemon 

Squash competition.) 

 

* Discussion re subscriptions and 

other debts. Treasurer Tony 

Poolman suggested that as a general policy all debts from last year be paid before a player can play 

in 1968, and that a date be set for payment of subs by players in 1968, after which they would be 

ineligible for selection until payment was received.  

 

 (The payment - or more accurately, non-payment - of subscriptions is a subject, a less-than-golden 

thread, which seemed to run right through just about every year of the Club’s existence until the 

last ten or so years. Endless threats of non-selection after a certain 

date seem to have been followed by an equally endless failure to 

act.  

 

At least these days with electronic transfers between clubs now the 

norm, our club can refuse to grant such a transfer for a player still 

owing any outstanding moneys to the club. And at least the ease of 

paying by credit card or on-line has also increased the strike rate. 

Of interest in 2015 was the fact that the Club did not charge 

subscriptions for U19 players, in an attempt to increase the 

attraction for that group of people (vitally important to the Club’s 

future), who usually leave it to their parents anyway! 

 

* Dr. Fred Fenton (right) had again been pleased to accept the role 

of Club Doctor, one which he had held since 1962. 

 

* The Coach asked the Committee to get players to training so he 

could do his job! 
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* It was decided that Club Newsletters, again being written by Ted Gray, should be sent to Old 

Geelong Grammarians serving in Vietnam. 

 

Committee Meeting on 1 April 

 

* Some payments of outstanding debts from 1967 were being received and subs for 1968 were 

coming in well. 

 

* It was urged that the Selection Committee should have both teams selected by 6.30pm on 

Thursday nights. 

 

* Club tie – order has been placed and delivery was hoped for in 6 to 8 weeks. To be sold for $2.50. 

 

* Recruiting Committee – because of good attendances at training, it was decided that a committee 

was not necessary at the moment. (Talk about famous last words.) 

 

* It was suggested that the Annual Meeting be held at the end of the season rather than late 

February the following year to enable the new Committee to be up and running. 

 

 

The Eltham Barbeque held in 

April continued to be a major 

event on the social calendar each 

year.  

 

And the Sheaf Tossing 

competition during the afternoon 

continued to attract some serious 

attention from the punters.  

 

In the days before Betfair, it was 

often left to operators like 

Michael Rigg and Bill 

Tunbridge to control the action. 

And, it is rumoured, to 

retrospectively adjust the odds if 

it appeared the Club was going 

to make a loss. 

 
Photo probably 1969 

 

Committee Meeting on 29 April 

 

* A letter had been sent to the Prime Minister, “Mr” Gorton”, (an O.G.G.), offering the Club’s 

congratulations on his appointment (on 10 January, 1968) and also the Number 1 Membership 

Ticket. A reply had been received from Gorton’s Secretary expressing thanks and accepting the 

membership. 
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(Although John Gorton remained PM until March 1973 this is the sole time I have found any 

mention of his name in any of the Club records; whether he was sent newsletters or any other Club 

communications is not known.)  

 

*Although $270 is being held in subs, the thought-provoking comment was made that “many 

financial members are not players, and some players are not financial members”. 

 

* A list is to be displayed in the Club-rooms of non-

financial players, and if no effort made by these 

players within two weeks, some action to be taken 

by Coach and Captain.  

 

* As part of its assets the Club held a couple of 

debentures: 

 

 “Unsecured financial notes in Custom Credit 

Corporation held by the Club mature on 24 May. 

Our Brokers D.M. Bennett & Co suggested transfer 

to United Dominion Corp for either 5 years @ 7.¾ 

% or 7 years at 8%.  Committee left decision to the 

Trustees (Messrs Mollard, A. Stephens and D. 

Stephens) but suggests the former.”  

 

(Don Bennett of D.M. Bennett & Co., had been the 

Club’s first Treasurer, in 1954 and 1955. We have 

accessed some very antique 8mm movie footage of 

his wife Eileen unfurling the Premiership flag of 

1956 or 1957 the following April at St. Kevin’s No.2 

oval - and are trying to find a way of getting it into a 

form whereby it can be placed on the Club website.) 

 

*   Coach is happy despite loss on Saturday,                   Terry Brown in action vs West Brunswick 

confident that the team will play better with  

more matches together, expects results in 3 to 4 weeks. 

 

* Decided to help Jim Anderson regarding shortage of players for the Reserves side. After some 

discussion, a sub-Committee of Laycock, Gray, Beasley and Chapman was formed to assist. 

 

*Techniques employed at training were questioned and various suggestions were put forward. 

“Considerable” discussion took place. (The then-pathetically-inadequate lighting at Como was 

increasingly being mentioned at training and complained about by players.) 

 

* There would be clashes with the Soccer Club over the use of Como Park on June 15 and 29. 

President endeavouring to obtain Cordner Oval and/or possibly Elsternwick Park for those matches 

which were scheduled as OGFC home games. 

 

* Little Tatts.  To-date 391 tickets have been distributed but only 46 paid for. It was decided that 

this would be the last year for this venture and that something new was needed next year. 
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Committee Meeting on 27 May 

 

* The President and D. Stephens to investigate expense and possibility of installing extra lighting 

at Como. (The lighting at Como consisted of just two lights of inefficient power ineffectively located 

on one fairly low pole situated on the river side of the ground near where one is currently located, 

and providing only about 50 metres squared of effective light once the sun had gone.)  

 

* A telegram had been received from London from Messrs (Bill) Handbury and (John) Rennie 

congratulating the Club on their defeat of the Old Melburnians. 

 

* Continued absence of the Registrar (the person who signed players up) at Committee Meetings 

and training was questioned. 

 

* Although the Coach was an apology for the meeting, a message was relayed from him that “he 

suggests last Saturday’s game was best forgotten”. 

 

* Reserves’ coach Anderson’s 

recent tactics on field were 

questioned. Members of that 

team on the Committee rallied to 

support their coach. 

 

* A problem had arisen with the 

Old Geelong Grammarians 

General Committee over the 

design of the Football Club tie. 

 

At St. Bernard’s, left: perhaps 

not one of Coach Scott’s most 

inspiring speeches? Gary 

Hudson remains awake while 

Tony Blazey, Peter Reid and 

Number 24 appear to have 

drifted away. 

 

 

* Recent decisions of the Selection Committee regarding the picking of players who made but 

infrequent appearances at training were discussed. Many and varied views were expressed and 

discussed. 

 

* N. Stephens gave an illuminating discussion and display on the state of the Club’s stock of 

footballs.  (Invariably there were not enough, and those there were, were usually in a dilapidated 

state. The advent of yellow balls for training nights still lay well in the future.) 
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Committee Meeting on I July 

* The President advised investigation had been made into installation of extra lighting at Como – 

estimated cost of $900, payment to Prahran City Council can be spread over five years. Soccer club 

(which used the ground alternate Saturdays) might be willing to discuss proposal re sharing of 

costs; technical implications/complications still being discussed. (As it turned out the soccer club 

left Como at the end of that season and was therefore not interested.) 

 

* Everyone is concerned about the performance of the Reserves side. “It was agreed that we do not 

have enough talented players.”   

 

* Tony Mollard (President) gave notice that he intended to resign at the end of the season and 

would not seek re-election next year. 

 

* The presence of Committee members at training nights was urged. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Como – There were then two vehicle entrances to the ground and even then the matter of cars parking within 

the environs was becoming a source of some annoyance to the local council and some local residents.  

 

Committee Meeting on 19 August 

 

* Letter from the Town Clerk, City of Prahran refusing permission to erect additional lighting. 

President to pursue through other channels. 

 

* Election of Office Bearers for 1969 (but not the AGM) would be held just prior to the Annual 

Dinner to be held at the New Boundary Hotel in East Melbourne on Friday 27 September 1968. 
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Committee Meeting on 16 September 

 

* Treasurer reported that “the liquid assets of the Club will be reduced to nothing by end of season”.  

(It appeared that the Club had had to obtain a loan of $300 from the Old Geelong Grammarians 

General Committee.) Recommended to incoming football committee pay more attention to 

recording income from Saturday functions e.g. refreshments served after games, parties. 

 

* A motion that Club ties be sold without approval from the O.G.G.s Association was defeated. 

(Given the prior paragraph, probably a judicious decision.) 

 

* There is a possibility that St. Kevin’s will be sharing Como Park with us next season. 

 

* Advice had been received that the Soccer Club leaves Como at end of season, but VAFA advises 

another VAFA Club will also use ground following season.   Prahran Baseball Club is still using 

ground until 2pm, so Reserves are still at Righetti Oval, Kooyong. The Victorian Amateur Lacrosse 

Club also has some rights to use the Como ground on a couple of Saturdays a year. 

 

* Ground Rental: was $40 for the year, and nothing for electricity. For Righetti Oval Kooyong the 

rent had dropped from $20 in 1967 to $11 in 1968. 

 

 
 

* There had been 30 entrants in the Pre-Season Squash Competition; by 19 August it was at the 

quarter-final stage “with a good chance of being finished by the end of the season.” 

 

* The cost to the Club for the Annual Dinner to be held at the New Boundary Hotel, East 

Melbourne, would be $3.25 per person for a 3-course dinner, and $1.20 a jug of beer. 
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Correspondence for the year 

Much of the correspondence has been covered in the minutes above. 

 

Newsletters 

A near-to-monthly Newsletter was again produced by Ted Gray, the master over the double-

entendre, and posted out to members. Regrettably it seems that only two editions are to be found in 

the Club’s records, those for March and April, and salient points therefrom are covered elsewhere. 

 

The Amateur Footballer magazine. A few matters of possible interest are extracted to follow: 

 

* Edition 1 for the year reported that the VAFA had secured a long-term lease of Elsternwick Park 

(its current headquarters). It noted that “drive-in football, so popular with supporters of Amateur 

Football, would be a big feature of the ground.” And that following negotiations with a leading tyre 

company, a “modern type” scoreboard, operated from the inside, would be erected. (Neither drive-

in football nor scoreboards operated from the inside are known to supporters of Old Geelong at 

Como Park.) 

 

Old Geelong actually played Footscray Tech Old Boys at Elsternwick Park on 29 June (Como Park 

being unavailable) and inflicted on the “Visitors” their first loss for the season. Entrance fee for 

adults to watch the game was 40 

cents, children with an adult were 

admitted free, and the matter of a 

child arriving by him or herself was 

not covered. 

 

Photo right: taken at that game. The 

scoreboard - still a non-modern-

type - can be seen, just, to the left 

of the OGGs player on the left. 

(Who is he?) In the days before 

such things as interchange benches 

and rotations were even envisaged 

the 19
th

 and 20
th

 men could stand 

there all afternoon in tracksuits and 

not even taken the field. Other 

people in photo, Bill Forwood, 

Andrew Chapman, Peter Scott, 

Paul Weibye. 

 

* In one edition, it was noted that (along with others) the Club would be fined $1 for having failed 

to phone their scores through to The Herald (the afternoon paper in Melbourne), by the after-match 

deadline, whilst the Reserves would be similarly fined for having submitted incorrect scores. (The 

Herald published the pink paper, The Sporting Globe, which usually appeared about 7.30pm on 

Saturday evenings. Sometimes scores from Amateur Football made it into the Stop Press section.) 

 

* The weekly Ball Briefs section in The Amateur Footballer magazine – in which most clubs 

submitted notes from time to time during the year - contained the various items sent in by Ted 

Gray relating to OGGS over the course of the season: 
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* In the course of various editions, the following were noted as having played their 50
th

 game for 

the Club at various dates during the season: Michael Rigg, Peter Bubb, Gary Hudson, John 

Somerset and Graham Fenton.  

 

Rigg was also noted to have distinguished himself on one occasion by arriving to play in a Reserves 

match, still dressed in a dinner-suit. (Little wonder the Reserves did not win a game for the year.) 

 

* Alan “Darkie” Pierce had made a comeback after several years’ absence, and had kicked “both 

of the Reserves’ goals”. (Little wonder the Reserves did not win a game for the year.) 

 

* “Scot Jenkins, the OGG utility man, has shown remarkable versatility for a fairly big man in the 

Seniors. One week he was playing desperately at full back, and the next week at full forward and 

there he fooled everyone by screwing a beautiful goal back over his shoulder. Admitted later that he 

had mud in his eye and could not see anything at all.” (Jenkins had played in the Reserves the 

previous year polling well in their B & F but spent much of 1968 in the Firsts.  Little wonder the 

Reserves did not win a game for the year.) 

 

* And in the edition of 

3rd August: “Old 

Geelong had two 

unusual goal kickers 

last week. That super 

official Peter Lemon 

scored in the Reserves, 

and centre-half-back 

Peter Siede (at least he 

was a very talented 

footballer – Ed.) kicked 

a screamer to win the 

game for the Seniors as 

well.” (Little wonder 

the Reserves did not 

win a game for the 

year.) 

 

 

Left: the Firsts at Old 

Brighton the following 

season: the days of 

players sitting on a 

ground-sheet at three-

quarter time are long 

gone. 

 

 

Of miscellaneous interest 

During these years player Cam McMillan worked for a large grocery chain, and from time to time 

brought down supplies of soap and the like for the Club to use. On one particular evening he 

supplied a container of strawberry cordial to be used for making up cold drinks after training. 
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Seems however one club member after finishing training early saw the container near the showers, 

and, believing it to be liquid soap proceeded to wash his hair with some of the contents.  

 

Apparently he had to comb his hair with a chisel for days afterwards, but it was probably better than 

if it had all been the other way round. 

 

====================================================================== 

 

Probably 1968 at Como: 

Michael Forwood’s 

kicking is a little too fast 

for the maximum 

available shutter speed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trophies awarded at the Annual Dinner were as follows: 

 

Turnbull Trophy for Best & Fairest:  Peter Siede 

 

E.H. Montgomery Trophy for Runner Up to Best & Fairest: Richard Whalley 

 

D.C. Moore Trophy for Best First Year Player:  Peter Siede 

 

D.M. Bennett Trophy for Most Consistent: Terry Brown 

 

Brazier Trophy for Most Improved: Peter Reid 

 

I.D. MacKinnon Best Club Man: Peter Lemon 

(This only after considerable discussion as to whether Committee members should be eligible to 

win this trophy. Decided to recommend to incoming Committee that in future preference should be 

given to someone not on the Committee. The recipient had absented himself from both the room  

and the vote.) 

 

Seymour Trophy for Best & Fairest in the Reserves: Peter King 
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Best in the Finals: Rod Brown             

     

(Rod Brown seen below at Como, 27 

June, 2015) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Rod again in this Firsts’ photo 

below, taken sometime at Como latish 

in the season. 

 

L to R: The aforesaid Rod Brown, Michael Fraser, Richard Weibye, Tim Armytage, Richard 

Whalley (behind/half obscured), Peter Renwick, Cam McMillan, Peter Godfrey (behind/half 

obscured), Tony Poolman, Barry Laws, Bill Beasley, Terry Brown, Bill Tunbridge (behind/largely  

obscured), David O’Byrne, Geoff Olver, Peter Siede, Peter Reid, Peter Scott (Coach), John 

Lewisohn, Peter Lemon (Trainer). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Notes completed January 2016.  Photos taken by Peter Lemon except 100-game players mentioned in the 1967 add-on notes and 

1968 team photo above. 

As always, if any reader has anything to add, please contact Peter Lemon on Melbourne 86014327 or 

peter@peregrineadventures.com. A revised edition of these notes, or later additions, is always possible. 

mailto:peter@peregrineadventures.com

